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Written report to PORC of visual sighting of Red-necked Phalarope on 
September 5th at Green Lane Reservoir. 

Sunday the 5th of September was a rainy day. Late in the afternoon there was 
some clearing of the skies. I decided to take a ride to Green Lane Reservoir 
(Montg. County,PA) to see what might have been knocked down with the bad 
weather. My first stop was at the Walt Road access area (which has been one of 
two good areas for shorebirds). A nice selection of shorebirds were present, one 
Sanderling, and at least thirteen Stilt Sandpipers were observed. After spending 
quite some time at Walt Road, with stonn clouds again on ·the horizon, I-hustled 
over to the Church Road mudflats. Stopping the car roadside, I ·viewed the flat~ 
from the road and saw a "phalarope" spinning and feeding m die shallow water at 
the mud's edge. 

Grabbing my scope(Bushnell Spacemaster/22x lens) I approached the 
phalarope as close as the mud would allow( approximately 50-7 5 yards ),for a closer 
look. The bird was on the water the whole time it was observed for about 20 
minutes. It continued to spin and feed in typical phalarope fashion. 

The bird was very light in color-white below and white and light gray above. 
There was a very distinct dark gray ear patch behind the eye. The forehead was 
white, with a dark area running from midcrown , down the nape and hindneck area. 
The back was grey with whitish stripes producing a striped back pattern. The bill 
appeared thin at all angles (from front and side views) and not nearly as long as a 
Wilson's Phalarope. Daylight was fading, but the bill appeared all dark. 

I decided the bird was a winter plumage Red-necked Phalarope. Upon getting 
home I made a few calls to alert other birders of the bird. It was looked for at first 
light the next day by other birders, but not found. Subsequently, on Tuesday the 7th 
two Red-necked Phalaropes were located at Walt Road area, perhaps one of which 
was the same bird I had seen on the 5th. 
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